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Aviation themed playground for Kings Hill

The latest amenity in Kings Hill – an aviation-themed playground reflecting its
past heritage as an airfield – is now open and ready for play.
Eleven pieces of brightly coloured steel play equipment have been installed in
the large playground which is opposite the community centre.
Suitable for children of all ages, including toddlers, the imaginative equipment
includes a landscaped ‘Control Tower’ mound with a tunnel and
telecommunications talk tubes, a spinner over a propeller and another over a
compass as well as swings over a runway and images of a plane.
There is also a viper swing on which a group of children can play on a long,
undulating rope suspended by chains.
The playground was designed by HAGS – which manufactures and installs
recreational equipment all over the world – to include RAF themed graphics in
reference to Kings Hill’s past as a strategic military airfield.
HAGS employee Steve Hyder was honoured to have his grandfather’s initials
added to the rear tail of a Spitfire, which is outlined on the safety surface. Capt
John Peaty was based at RAF West Malling during the Second World War and
flew Spitfires from the base.
“We wanted to create a site that felt exciting and colourful but with clear links to
the aviation heritage of the area,” said Vic Gosden, one of HAGS play space
designers. “We combined blue and green surface graphics to create ‘land’ and
‘sky’, with play equipment specified to mimic the excitement of taking off or
spinning around in a dogfight.
“We also looked at shapes and layouts of the modern-day Kings Hill as seen
from above, incorporating these into the design to merge the past and the
present. In particular, the unique layout of the former Control Tower and its
surrounding landscaping offered some great opportunities to create something
special as part of the play area.”

Susan Davies, estate manager of Kings Hill developer Liberty Property Trust,
added: “We are very proud of our heritage and try to include reference to it
wherever appropriate. It will be great fun for the children and encourage
imaginative play but it also has an educational role, reminding them that the
place they are playing in has an interesting and important past.”
The playground has been funded by the Kings Hill Residential Estate
Management Company which is financed by the residents of Kings Hill.
Ends
For further information, please contact:
Alison Hardy, Maxim on 01892 513033 / alison@maxim-pr.co.uk
Picture caption: Play equipment above an RAF roundel in the new playground

Notes to Editors
Liberty Property Trust (NYSE:LPT) is a leader in commercial real estate, serving customers in the
United States and United Kingdom, through the development, acquisition, ownership and
management of superior industrial and office properties. Liberty's 106 million sq ft operating
portfolio provides productive work environments for 1,200 tenants.
Liberty Property Trust UK Ltd is developing Kings Hill - www.kings-hill.com - as a rapidly growing
sustainable community in line with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), ensuring
economic, environmental and social progress for this and future generations. Kings Hill combines
commercial, residential, educational, retail, community, sports and leisure uses within 800 acres
of highly landscaped low-density parkland and aims to promote quality of life by providing a unique
environment in which people can live, work, play and study. In addition to providing
accommodation for SME’s, Kings Hill also attracts significant international tenants such as
Barclays, Rolex, Cabot Financial, Marsh, Arthur J Gallagher and Kimberly-Clark.
Liberty Property Trust UK and Kent County Council formed a collaborative public/private sector
“partnership” to develop Kings Hill as an exemplar mixed-use community. Kings Hill is the
County’s flagship development for attracting inward investment and promoting regional economic
growth.

